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THE UNION.
SYSTEM OF INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.
The following communication, in a more elevated

dyle than common, presents, with great force,
i subject of much importance in its constitutional

bearings. It was brought up the other day
it Memphis, and in a manner and to an extent

which were calculated to surprise, if not to excite,
those politicians who remember the veto

of Mr. Madison in 1817, upon the last day of

his administration, as well as General Jackson's
rtlo on the Muysvillc road. What are the powers
of the federal government over internal improvements

in the Slates, or in the Territories'1 What

with the money of the federal treasury, or with the

public lands ? or has Congress no power and jurisdictionon the question at all ?
We shall scarcely have room for any extended

discussion, at a moment like this, when the public
documents and the proceedings of Congress are

making such heavy draughte upon our columns; but
we may probably be able to find room in the course

of the present month for one or two condensed essays

upon these constitutional questions, from some

experienced and competent pen.
Our correspondent seems to be of opinion that

from the Atlantic to the borders of Missouri, the
States must -improve for themselves; but from the

nf Missouri and west to the Pacific, the gene-

nil government nuty have power to appropriate her

moifey, or grant her lands, and exercise unlimited

jurisdiction of persons and of soil. Are both these

propositions correct? The power of internal improvementis one of the most important which can

be exercised by any government, and ought never

to be exercised by the United States without the sanelion

of the constitution. Amid the immense variety
of schemes which were proposed at Memphis, and
with "proposition just made, by a correspondent of
the New York Evening Post, to stretch the power
of the general government over the Delaware canal
as a link in a general system of dtjtnet, staring
us in the face, it would seem desirable to proceed
with some caution in this matter.

For the Union.
Ttir. iti » wtio Aiun n A erne oait ooan
1 rib n 1 b/lii * ivy miL/ * avu aniuivvab.

The 27ih day of May, 1830, is an important
epoch in the history of internal improvements. It
ii the point at which an old system expired, and n
new set of principles commenced their experimental
career. That was the day of final conflict between
two great parties upon one of the causes of their
separation and hostility; and never, perhapo, were
there greater influences appealing to every sentimentof the man, arrayed against every principle of
the citizen, than were brought to bear and hung suspendedon the issue of that day. The BufTalo and
New Orleans road bill, the Washington and Fredericktownturnpike, the nationnl road fVom Cumberlandto St. Louts, although presented upon differentand independent grounds; the proposed
turnpike from Zanesville, Ohio, to Nashville, in
Tennessee;.all these magnificent schemcc, with
numberless others in embryo, proposing wealth
and unsurpassed facilities to twelve States of the
Union, that now, or atany time, could make a Presidentof the United Slates, were arrested by the moral
influence of one Man, who 4old his countrymen, in
the language of earnest truth, in the veto of the
Maysviile road bill, that these things were forbidden
bv the constitution.

In making an extract from that "veto," you will
permit me, in common, I know, with yourself, to
adopt the friendly sentiment towards internal improvementcontained in it, bul to insist upon the politicalmoraU which speaks from every line of the extract:
"This subject has been one of much, and, I mayadd, of painful reflection to nie. It has bearings that

are well calculated to exert a powerful influence uponour hitherto jSrosperout system of government,and which, on some accounts, may even excite despondencyin the breast of an American citizen. I
will not detain you with professions of zeal in the
cause of internal improvements. If to be their
friend is a virtue which deserves commendation, our
country is blessed with an abundance of it; for I do
not suppose there is an intelligent citizen who does
not wish to sec lliem flourish. But though all of
them are their friends, but few, I trust, are unmindfulof the means by which they should be promoted;
none, certainly, are so degenerate as to desire thftir
success at the cost of that sacred instrument, with
the preservation of which is indissolubly bound our
country's hopes. If different impressions are entertsinedin any quarter; if it is expected that the peopled'thiscountry, reckless of their coustitutional
obligations, will prefer their local interests to the
principles of the Union, such expectations will, inthe end, be disappointed; or, if it be not so. then,indeed, has the world but little to hope from tne exampleof free government. When an honest observanceof constitutional compacts cannot be obtainedfrom communities like ours, it need not be aniiciCtedelsewhere; and the cuuse in which there has

en so much martyrdom, and from which so much
wu expected by the friends of liberty may be abandoned,and the degrading truth, that man is unfit for
"" government, admitted. And this will be the
rate if expediency be made a rule of construction in
interpreting the constitution. Power, in no government,could desire a better shield for the insidiousmlvatvee which it is ever ready to make upon thechecks that are designed to restrain its action."

Throughout the contest of partios, from the divisionupon principle which took place in the contest°f l8"-'8 up to the present day, I have earnestly and
steadily contended for the truths contained in this
Jtract. At a member of the Baltimore convention,
tpproved of this issue for the struggle in which

republicanism was staked against all modes of centralizingpower or corrupting public sentiment. As
" member of an important committee appointed bythat body, 1 sowed broadcast, aa far as the influence"finy pen could rench, this, among all the other doctnne«of a constitutional democracy. And upon the
"tump.when, in a bold, broad light, I showed to the
people Polk standing by the side of Jackson, holdlnK«t hay his assailant* in the House of Represen-'stives, interposing his buckler and his sword in de-fence of the I'altr Palrut.I was cheered by the ex-"hint response which indicated the popular approvalof the men and their measurea; and now I know the"resident will stand by himntlf as he stood by Jackeon.
" Coming events are casting their shadows be-fote" in the signs of the times, as well as front thehistory of the past; and now, upon the retsalion <if" Wilirj, will begin the retrocession from the

unn rigidity of fundamental principle to the ut-
m°et laxity of temporizing expediency, until a futureMonroe may grant all that a Madsion had notfielded, and a dangerous scion, grafted from the
u'eseminateil nurseries of Hartford, Dear again for us
f1' bitter fruila of future, and, if so, fatal contests.A western and southwestern convention at Memphisr"»y confine its action to a legitimate range of obJer";but who cannot see immediately beyond these°'ner objects to which the concentrated energy°f the general government would be desirable.
,mj just beyond this again, the cove which would

into existence the rxpedimry which would appriprmtethe money of the national treasury and
"'"I* >ne territory and the powrre of the Stated I,Tlie hillowe are again awelling; anil l»efore anmhci I"ratpero can till the tempeel, there will be "a fever Iof tne mad." The gallant Harry Bluff, to amuicT

his leisure momenta, may plan ship-canals in the ill
tenor, or appropriate, on p>|ier. Queen Victoria',
own means of defence or aggression which lie in tha
tempting peninsula, which would moke the other sidi
of the iadiilt-bugi for New York or Michigan; And W<
ton may he araust J; but when the commercial poWeofNew York, sustained by vast wealth a^id enterprise
taking advantage of a firm determination of the pub
lie mind or a popular impulse, "to have the wholi
of Oregon or none," proposes as the readiest, cheap
est, and most profitable, and least warlike methoi
to settle the question, a railroad from Michigan t<
the region of the Willamette, then is the time ant
the occasion for alarm. Then is the time to inter
pose the sovereignty of republicanism which lies ii
the veto of the President, and in the principles of hit
party.
Prom the eastern line of Missouri to Long

Island aound, or to Delaware bay, or Cape Henry
or to the mouth of Peedee, is forbidden ground
the inhibition of the constitution covers every line
Beyond the western line of Missouri the genera
government may have power to appropriate hci
money, to grant her lands, to exercise, uncontrolled
her jurisdiction of persons and of soil. From thii
point, then, to the Oregon letthe questions of author
ity and expediency be confined. That thiscommUnicationwould be npcned up to the ship navigation ol
the Columbia, 1 have never donbted; that ii
should be opened up, I have never denied
The rapidity which in given to all the accumulation!
of trade by the use of steam, and which will be derivedfrom other mora powerful agents which arc

just beginning to be applied to practical purposesindicate that the straight line from Liverpool to Canton,from London to Pekin, will be the channel ol
commerce; and that that nntion who stands firmly or
the American continent, and makes herself the keystoneof this nroh, is the empress of the world, and
will command its wealth, and, for the future, its
mighty and illimitable public opinion.
Steam is already excluding the canvass from the

Atlantic; and will the sailor tempt the dancerout
seas, or visit the Fata Morgana whtclfsurround Cape
Horn; will European vessels run down the long
inhospitable, and deadly coast of Africa, when there
shall ne a ship-canal from the mouth of the San Juat
through Lake Nicaragua to( Realejo; or to the bay
of Nicova, or a railroad, further north, shall thunderwith the burdens of the trade of two hemispheres.3Will England stop at her interference will
the Argentine government? Will Prance withdraw,
her doctrine of a balance of power on the Americar
continent, when that balance means a limitation o

territory, a connncnieni 01 niriBUiciion, wmcn is tc

prevent republican America from holding in her banc
the balance of the world, giving direction and coursi
to its trade, and shaping the issues of its mightymind?

Let the republic at once, and firmly, plant herseli
upon every foot of earth, and upon the sustentatior
of every principle which will give her the proud
and legitimate dominion over the interests of this
continent, and over the awakening energies of the
human race. It is in the line of her interest And
her duty; and, more than all, ilia, under the limn
tations expressed, within her constitutional jurisdiction.The issue is a plain one. It is no longer
a contest for the carrying-trade around Capes Horn
and Good Hope, by "the bellying sails made pregnantby the lascivious winds," but it is at what point
it shall cross this continent, and go down and meet
the calm Pacific, which the Almignty has glassed to
evenness, thai human ingenuity may ply its skill
upon its placid bosoht.
A mere possession of the route of transit will not

settle this matter. England must have something
more than this, although this she has sought with unweariedzeal, amid the diseases of a tropical sun,
and the horrors of a northwest passage. It is not
this alene which can give her the dominion of the
future which she desires. It must be such possessionof the southern portion of the continent, that
she can build her workshops, and introduce all the
immense machinery of her servitude. Before she
can succeed over us, she must stand upon this continentin a position for comyietition in productionand manufacture. America will triumpn; but the
contest is one worth the collected skill and energy
of tyranny on the one side, and republicanism on the
other.

In seeking to limit any action of the general governmentupon this subject within the range I have
indicated, I have been actuated by a desire to preserveunimpaired the creed which has become near
to me for tne battles 1 have fought ir. its defence, by
all I have done and suffered in its cause. But 1
have other motives at this time, in which an honest
self-interest, and not an unworthy sectional feeling
and unbending pride for my State, harmonize with
the doctrines laid down. Why should this road be
made to lake Michigan, through the territory of
three States? Why should Boston or New York
be placed at once, by the favoritism of the general

iL. si r>L:i_ j.tJL

Suvcriiiiieui, nearer me raciucuiun zriiiiauei()iua, or

laltimore, or Norfolk, or Charleston? At the
western limit of Missouri all the intermediate lines
from New Orleans to Boston ore open to competition.While the railroad would give us Oregon, the
competition of which 1 speak would make our

country the garden, the granary, and the clothingstoreof the world. I desire the tempting prize to
be left open, that the South, which has so long husbandedher powers.which she has so long surroundedwith more than a Chinese wall.her matchlesa
treasury of field and forest, of waterfall and mine,
may arise at once, and, dropping the bridal ring betweenCape Charles and Cape Henry, tceil the Atlantic;ana then, standing on the banks of the Ohio,
hold her firm eye fixed on the same parallel of latitudeon which the car of future commerce, breaking
through the pass of the distant mountains, shall carrythe wealth of the continents and of the isles of
the seas, in the same line of communication on
which she stands, to that deep and spacious harbor
of her own, never congealed by frost, and where the
navies of the world might ride in the breeze or repose
in the storm.

WASHINGTON.

To the Editor of the Union:
New York, Dec. 13, 1845.

Will you be so kind as to publish the annexed
proceedings in the columns of your paper, and
oblige

Yours, truly,
T. A. NESSELER,

Secretary.
JACKSON GERMAN DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION
OK THE TENTH, ELEVENTH, THIRTEENTH, AND
SEVENTEENTH WARDS.
A large and enthusiastic meeting of this associationwas held at the Monticello Hall, corner of avenueA and First street, Dec. 11th, 1845. A. Soohr,

esq., president, in the chair, assisted by Anthony
Qugro as vice president, and T. A. Nesscler and
A. llous secretaries.
The meeting huving been convened to take an expressionof the sense entertained by the association

of the President's message, the following gentlemen
were appointed a committee to draft resolutions expressiveof the feelings of the German democrats
of New York: Messrs. P. Ferber, John Eberlh, C.
Nenixel, V. Bern, .r, and John P. Jager.who retired,and reported the following, which were unani-
mously auopteu:

Risolrrd, That the annual mesaage of the Presidentof the United States, which haa just been laid
before the country, commands our warmest support
And admiration; und we take pleasure in saying that
its lofty and patriotic language has awakened in our

breasts a devotion and an attachment to its distinguishedauthor which will remain with us as long as

the invariable principles of the democratic party
harmonize witn" those upon which our glorious
Union was founded.

Rtiolvtd, That the deserved and well-timed rebuke
which the President administers to England and
France, for their interference in the great measure
of annexation, meets with our hearty approval; and
although France, the home of Lafayette, was the
early friend of the United States, yet in this instance,she has forgotten her high duty, and has
permitted her ancient foe to lead her into a line of
policy which is not only wrong in itself, but
highly unjust towards the United Stntes-^a policy
which, if persisted in by these two powers, would
inevitably lead to open hostilities, the awful result
of which cannot now be calculated.
Roohtd, That the union of France and England

to prevent the progress of the free institutions of
the United States, is alike absurd and unnatural,
and will, as we believe, excite the ridicule and
merited contempt of the. enlightened people of every
nation ander heaven. While the former is making
its doubtful and highly unjust conquests in Algiers,
the latter has extended its powsr and dominions to
a point in India that haa astonished the world; and
Mich hat been the Iroldness of the spirit of conquestwhich haa occupied the grasping desires of Europeanstatesmen, that the prime minister of France

- hesitated not to announce to the world the feasibilityand necessity of establishing on this continent a
t "balance of power," for the avowed purpose of
e checking the advancement and rising greatness of
e (he United Stales.
r litsolved, That the only "balance of power" which
, we can ever recognise on this continent, is thut
which has its seat at Washington, and in which all ,

s the Slates of the American confederation are rep-
- resented; and in our opinion the aoalea of that l>a- (I lance are much more likely to be used us instruments ,
> to promote equality and justice in the world in the
I hands of the President of the United States, than in L

those of M. Guizot, or of the Duke of Wellington;'f
1 and that, as American citizens by adoption, we r
i pledge ourselves to be ready at the call of onr coun- t

try to march, shoulder to shoulder, in any contest f
; which may grow out of any Attempt to establish a
, "balance of power" here; and although Germans by j
; birth, we will then show that we are worthy of the sproud distinction which belongs to freemen.
I Resolved, That we hail with unbounded admira'tion the language of Mr. Polk in relation to the ter-

ritory of Oregon; that we regard with great Balis' t
faction the announcement by the President, that our d
title to the whole of that fertile and interesting pot- t
tion of the continent of North America has been c

asserted, and will be maintained by facts and incon- s

trovertiblc arguments; that we rejoice to sec the
claims of the United States, and the policy of its '

government, so boldly and firmly avowed on a sub- <1ject of sueh vital importance as regards its beating
upon our deatiny and progress da a nation; that we J
look upon the high and commanding grounds assumedby the American Executive on this and the
great measure of annexation, as eminently calculatedto elevate clur national character in the eyes of J
foreign nations, upon a scale of grandeur and mug- n

nificence infinitely above and beyond any point '<
heretofore reached since the foundation of the gov- '

eminent. .
Resolved, That the recommendation to Congress r

of the adoption of the constitutional treasury law <

meets with our unqualified approbation. °

Resolved, That the suggestion of the President, n
that the public lands ought to be sold only to actual »

settlers, receives our enthusiastic response; that wo B
consider legislation by Congress on that subject
called for by the highest considerations ofjustice to- t,
wards the thousands of hardy and industrious peo- o

pic who arc constantly establishing their homes in Jjthe western wilderness; and to protect actual .settlers 2
from the abuse of land speculators, would seem to v

be but the dictate of common justice, and life carryinginto practice the principles of the democratic
> Resolved, That in Jumcs K. Polk wc have a Prca- t
r idem equal to the office he occupies.equal to to the ».

spirit, and times, and progress of the age.equal to
f any crisis which may arise in the public affairs of

the nation.equal, in point of intellectual endow- s
ments, and high moral courage and firmness, to any >'<

of his predecessors; and that he has thus far adminiistered the government with n degree of ability and
skill which justly entitles his name to a place among i!
the ablest and most distinguished statesmen in the ti
land.

Resolved, That the appointment of the Hon. C. ti
W. Lawrence to the high and important office of
collector of the port New York, meets with the it
entire approbation of this meeting; and that, as in
former times he has been a favorite of the people as fi
their representative in Congress, und as mayor of d
the city, so now, we doubt not, his official conduct n
will be euch as will give satisfaction not only to the
democratic party in New York, but to the public tl

generally.his sterling qualities as a democrat, and b
is high standing in ine community as a citizen, be- s

ing too well known to require notice from us.

Resolved, That wc refer with much pleasure to w
the highly creditable and satisfactory manner in pwhich the delicate and responsible duties of the sur- n
verofthe port are discharged by our esteemed tl
friend, Alderman Purdy, in whose elevation to his C
present positlbn vie, In Common with the whole qdemocratic purty in New York, felt a lively interest) n
that wc gave him a hearty and zealous support then, tl
and cheerfully yield to him our fullest confidence p
now; that, in out opinion, it ia by calling to its aid
such men that the administration of President Polk fc
will he strong in the affections of the people, and at o
the same time harmonize with all the varied interestsand expectations of those who elevated him to
the chief magistracy of the nation. tr

T1..1 th... n.

the democratic papers of this city, and also in the
Washington Union, and a copy, signed by the officersof the meeting, lie transmitted to the President r<
of the United States. o

A. SPHOR, President. C
A- DUGRO, Vice President. n

T. A. Nessei.er, J q..-.,..tl
A. Hons, i Secretaries.

s,
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From the Albany Argiu. d

THE OREGON CORRESPONDENCE-TIlE MODERA- o
TION OF OUR COUNTRY. t|

To-day we continue the publication of thia veryimportant correspondence, comprising the letters of ri
Mr. Calhoun ana Mr. Pakcnham,ana one from Mr. F
Buchanan, (first letter.) o

In these will be found the offer of arbitration on o
the part of the British minister, which was declined n
by Mr. Calhoun, under the avowal "that the questionmay be settled by the negotiation now pending n
between the two countries," and that under these n
circumstances "arbitration might rather retard than
expedite its final adjustment." U

But the letter of Mr. Buchanan will especially ex- F
cite attention. It is masterly in every sense of the
word. First, the strength of the Spanish title to the
wh"le of the Oregon territory, is briefly presented, r
but in the clearest manner. He then proceeds to a
stale the impregnable position of the United States tl
as the acknowledged successor under the Florida tl
front,, ,.f in 1(1 .11 11,1.. ,(..l.i. ,i.(«. i

*vA»/, V»« an Miciigiuo, bioiuin anu piot.cnsionsof Spain." He then proceeds to examine the l>
JVootka Sound convention, which is the basis of the tl
British claim. Mr. B. takes this up at length, analysesit by the received law of nations, compares its ii
provisions with .the established meaning of its con- u
tested points, as interpreted by the admissions and a
actions of British statesmen. Mr. B does this with
an ability, a fairness, and a nationality, of which 5!
every American may be proud.
Mr. B. also insists that the Nootka Sound con- m

venlion has been repealed, and has even been so ()
treated by the British government itself. He re- "

marks with great force, "That the British govern- p
merit itself nad no idea in 1818, that the Nootka tc

Sound convention was then in force, may be fairlyinferred from their silence upon the subject during R|the whole negotiation of that year on the Oregon ir

question, lois convention was not once referred to rt

by the British plenipotentiaries. Tliey then rested
their claims upon other foundations. Surely that Rwhich is now their main reliance, would not have R
escaped the observation ofsuch statesmen, had they C
then supposed it was in existence." This circum- "Jstance shows the "vagrant" character of the prcs- f.
ent British claim.jr<

After perusing this despatch, even those preju- '

diced against the United States cannot fail to feel a j|deeper and more pervading conviction that the right
to the whole of Oregon is with our conntry. But J
Mr. B. rested not here. Under the patriotic direc- Jt
tion of the President, to "make one more effort to "

adjust this long pending controversy," he offers "a n<

compromise." He is authorized to say, "in this Jc
determination he trusts that the British government
will recognise his sincere and anxious desire to cullivatethe most friendly relations between the two si
countries, and to manifest to the world that he is st
actuated by a spirit of moderation." The Secretary T
of State further adds for the President, "He trusts that ^Great Britain may receive this proposition in the
friendlyjspirit by which it was dictated, and that it
may prove the stable foundation of lasting peace and
harmony between the two countries." It will be
called to mind that the British plenipotentiary at P1
once rejected this olive branch of peace.It seems to us that these letters of Mr. Calhoun w

and Mr. Buchanan, when read in Europe, as they w

unquestionably will be, may exert no ordinary in- P1
fluenee in righting public, opinion there upon the 'u
strength of the American title, not only to "the en- "
lire region drained by the Columbia river and Its 1,1
branches," but to the whole of the Oregon territory w

The moderation ao obviously manifested by our
republic, and its earnest desire to maintain the peaceof the world, must place our country in the right, Jr
not only in the estimation of our own people, ijuI
before the public senliment of the civilizea world, ^
which, as n great oratorlms truly remerked, has become"more potent than fleets and armies."

THE LARGE YELLOW HOUSE, adjoining
°

that, of Mrs. Ballard, on Capitol Hill, has been d<
thoroughly repaired and newly furnished. A mess rr
of members or £ongrc*«, with or without their fnm- E
ilies, can be comfortably accommodated at the low
price of seven and eight dollars per week. t>

Dec. 9.3t *

TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS,*
FIRST SESSION. '

Tcesoat, December 14, 1845. tl

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ll
On motion of Mr. THOMAS SMITH the read- 0

ngof (be journal was dispensed with. n

[Among the petitions yesterday presented, were
he following, which were not then brought to our ''
lotice Y
Mr.McCLERNANb presented the petition of Rich- J'

ird Church and others, citizens of a certain town- ''

ihip iu Gallatin county, Illinois, praying i umuneationfor a section of school land withheld from "

hem; which, upon motion of Mr McC., was re- 0

erred to the Committee on Public [Lands.
Mr. RvtsaLL presented a petition of citizens of 6

few Vork; against the annexation of Texas as a
lave State.] a

ANNEXATION OK TEXAS. tj
The SPEAKER announced the special order of o

he day, viz: the joint resolutions reported a few
lays since, from tbe Committee on Territories, by
c . _c-; lax. n,,., i f... ,i. '
UCU viiniiuiaii, ^UI. L/wiULAaa,j iuj mc ailllCAaitUIl ti
if I'exas, and which lmd been set apart as the
pecial order of this day. d<
Mr. McCONNELL rose and caBed for the rearingof tho resolutions, and demanded the previous pjueation 011 their engrossment. 1f(
The resolutions were read its follows:
OINT RESOLUTIONS lor the admission ol tho State or tr

Texas into the Union.
Whereas the Congress of the United States, by a "iamt (Ieidlution," approve)! March the first, eighteen hundred and

arty-five, did consent that the territory property included
ritnin, and rightfully belonging to, the republic of Texas. "

right be erected into a new State, to be called the State of ir
'exes, with a republican iorm dl government, to bo adeptdby the people of said republic, by deputies in convention
sseinbled, with the consent ot the existing government, in
ider that the same might lie admitted as one of the States
I the Union: which consent of Congiess was given upon ti
ertain conditions specified in the first and second sections
I said Joint resolution: And whereas the people of the said
epublic of Texas, by deputies in convention assembled, with u
lie consent of the existing government, did adopt a con- 81
Jtution and erect a new State, with a republican form of
ovrrnment, and in the name of the people of Texas, and .

y their authority, did ordain and declare that they assentdto and accepted the proposals, conditions, and guarunsescontained in the said first and second sections of said rtslution:And whereas the said consUtution, with the proper 0vhleuce of its adoption by the people of the republic of
'exus, has been transmitted to the Flevident of the United
tales, and laid before Congress, in conformity to the pro- P
isions of said joint resolution: Therefore, It
Rtxolvrd by the Sennit and IhiUit of Reprearnlatiret oj o

\t United Slatti nj America in Ccnartet nestmbted, That 1.
lie Slate of Texas shall be one, and is hereby declared to be
ne, of the United States of America, and admitted into the "

Tnion 011 an ei|ual fooling with the original States, in ail re- tl
pect* whatever. hSxth 2. . hi'! bt it fwlbtr ntolvtd, That, until the rep- u
esentative* in Congress shall be apportioned according to
n actual enumeration of the inhabitants of the United
tales, the tjtete of Texas shall be entitled to choose two tj
eprcscntatives. u
The resolutions having been reaii, ei
Mr. HERR1CK rose and inquired of the Speaker qf it would not be in order to move to lay on the rt

able this order of business? yThe SPEAKER. It would be in order to move o
3 lay the resolution on the table. ft
Mr. HERRICK. 1 mnkt that motion, and upon n
I call for theveua and nays. si
Mr. DOUGLASS appealed to the gentleman

rom Alabama [Mr. McDonnell] to withdraw the
emend for the previous question. [Cries of "No, II
o; the previous question." ft
Mr. RATHBUN inquired of the Speaker where h<
texe resolutions now were?.whether they hed not ei
een referred to the Committee of the Whole on the
tale of the Union.' w
The SPEAKER. They were not referred. They ct

rere made tho special order fbr thia. day on 1 In
rcvious day. Tlioy were reported from the Com- tc
nice mi Aciiituuco, unu mauc uic special urucr ui «i

10 day. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. McIonnellJhas, this morning, moved the previous w
ueation on the engrossment; and now the gentlemnfrom New York [Mr. Merrick] moved to lay gi
le resolutions on the table, which motion was the
ending question before the Mouse.
Mr. rATHBUN. Were not the resolution rearedto the Committee of the Whole on the state e
fthc Union? 1 w
The SPEAKER. They were not. ai
The question being on the motion to lay on the v<

iblc, the demand for the yeas and nays was sounded.is
Before the voting had been concluded,
Mr. BURT (whose name had not been recorded)

isc and asked permission of the Mouse to vote up- th
n this question. Me had been engaged upon the er
'ommiltee on Military Affairs, of which he was a tii
lember, when this House met this morning; and ol
le committee had continued its session, he was g<
lire, after this House had commenced action.un- si

ware, however, of the meeting of the Mouse. Un- w

er these circumstances, he appealed to the courtesy 01
f the House to allow him to record hiB vote upon si
le question. w
Mr. PRESTON KINO suggested that, as the r«

ale required members to be within the bar of the ui
louse when their individual names were called in p<
rder to be allowed to vote, the most direct method w

f the gentleman to effect his object would be by w

loving a suspension of the rule. pi
The question was then taken on Mr. BURT'S pi

lotion for leave to vote, and decided in the nega- ei
ve. th
Mr. WOOD made a similar request to be allowed hi

i rote, not having been within the bar of the lo
louse at the calling of his name. c(

The request was not granted. qi
Mr. HARALSON, of the Committee on Milita- pi

y Affairs, having been detained for a few minutes ti
fter the meeting of the House by the session of at
le committee, and being under the impression, tii
tough not entirely certain of the fact, that he was w
rithin the bar when his name was called, naked to th
e allowed to vote. His request was acceded to by m
le House. gi
Mr. MeCONNELL moved to suspend the rules b<

i general, that all may be allowed to vote, whether ri
'ithin the House or not at the time their names tii
'ere called. th
The vote was now concluded, and resulted: Yeas se

3, nays .as ioiiows: pi
YEAS.Messrs. Abbott, John A. Adams, Arnold, Ashun.Dlanch&rd, Buftlngton, William W. Campbell, John w
Chapman, Collamer, Cranston, Culver, Cummins. Dar- d(

ih, Delano, Dixon, Ewing, Foot, Giddinga, Orinnell, .1

lampton, Harper, Herrick, Elius B. Holmes, Samuel D.
tihhard. Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Inger- r®
>11, Daniel P. Kins, Lewis, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Pollock, m
amsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Hunk, t|j
'henck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert ,nlth, Caleb B. Smith, IStewait, Strohm, Benjamin Thomp>n,Tilden, Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, and Wood *r
lit*.ft'2. of
NAYS.Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, w
aker, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James *

lack, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhofl', "

roJhead, M. Brown, W. O. Brown, Cabell, John H.
amphell, Cathrart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chap- B
an, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Colin, Cro- dj
er, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Garrett Davis, JclrsonDavis, DeMott, Dobbin. Dockery, Douglass, Drom>ole,Dunlap, Kdsall, Krdman. Fa ran, Ficklin, Foster, St
ries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, cc
rider, Grover, Hamlin. Haralson, Henley, Billiard, Huge, r*
aac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, G. S. Houston, Hunirford,James B Hunt, Hunter, Charles J, Ingersoll, 10
enkins, Jamef H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew In
ihnson, Gaorge W. Jones, 8. Jones, Preston King, Thorn- th
B. King, Lawrence, I^eakc, Leib, Levin, Ligon, Lumpn,Maclay, McClcan, McClelland, McClcrnand, McCon- ,

11, McCrate, McDowell, McGaughcy, Mo Henry, McKay,
>hn r. Martin, (Barclay Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, M
oTin, Norrii, Owen, Pariah. ripr, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, (j,
Ice, llathbun, Held, Rclfe. Hitler, Robert*, Hutaell,
tw telle, Scftmmon, Sedden, A. D. Sims, Leonard H. Simma,
mnaon, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton. Stephena,
John, Strong, Sykee, Thihodnau*. Thomaiaon, Jamea to

hompnon. Jacob Thompaon, Thurman, Tihhatta. Tread- ».<

ay, Trumbo, Wcntworth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams,
'oodward, Wood worth, Yancey, Yell, and Young.Hi. l*

m
So the House refuicd to lay the reaolution on the Si
ible.

_piThe queation recurring on the demand for the _

revioua queation. , re
Mr. PETTIT rose to a correction of the journal, ]a
hich, he presumed, being a privileged queation, w
aa now in order. He stated that he had yesterday di
-csented a petition from Francis Strother, a revo- in
itionary soldier, asking for the redemption of cer- M
in continental money received for his services in m
ie revolutionary war, and that no mention of this c«
as made on the journal. tl,
The SPEAKER stated that he was informed by ac

ie Clerk that the gentleman was noticed .on the n,
xirnal. juThe journal was produced and read, setting forth k>
ie fact of the presentation of the petition. nl
Mr. PETTIT. Well, one word further, then . U
[Cries of "Order."] b<
The SPEAKER remarked that debate was not in w
rder. MBorne remarks on this and oonnected points of or- j0
er were made by Messrs. HOUSTON of Alaba

a,PETTIT, McCONNELL, and the SPEAK- Sift- olMr. PETTIT stated that he had presented ano- er
ler petition of 400 citizens of Cincinnati; and he rjished to know if that was noticed on the journal. c«

Mr. McCONNELL called the gentleman from
ndiana to order. At the time he called for the corectienof the journal, he bad do proof that its readrigwon finished.
The Clerk read that part of the journal relative to

lie presentation of certain petition* by Mr. Petitt,
f .li"J Biowii and 400 Others, chizens of Cincinati.
TheSPEAKER observed, tliat the question on

lie motion of thegentleman from Illinois, on Texas,
ias before the House, when the correction of the
lurnal was called for; the gentleman from Alabama
ten demanded the previous question.
Mr. DOUGLASS asked permission to make a

:w remarks. [Cries of "objected to" from all parta
f the House ]
The SPEAKER observed that lease could be
iven only with the consent of the House; and
A division being called for, the demand was negtivcd.
Mr. G1DD1NGS observed, that pending a call for

te previous question, no other business was in
rder.
The SPEAKER replied, that was correct; but
avc nau uovn unntu tu mane a |»cittonm cxpjniiaon,which was rarely refilled.
Mr. HAMLIN called for tellers; which were orered.
Mr. Collum, and Mr. Abbott, were spointedtellers, and the previous question was called

>r by 91 to 85. _ t̂

The SPEAKER. The question now is, shall the
lain question be now put.
Mr. SCHENCK demanded the yeas and nays on

lat question; ordered.
Mr. BRlNKERHOFF inquired whether, in case

le present motion was not sustained, it would be
order to reconsider the vote on the second call for

>e previous question.
The SPEAKER replied in the negative.The question then being on ordering the resoluonsto an engrossment for a third reading,
Mr. McHENRY called for a division of the ques
on, to vote on the two sections of the resolution
iparatelv.
Mr. SCHENCK demanded the yeas and nays;

'Inch were ordered.
The question then being announced,
Mr. COLLAMER renewed the call for a division

f the question.The SPEAKER stated that he was under the imressionthat the division of the question would not
ow be in order on two grounds; 1st, that the previusquestion had been ordered on the whole resoition,and, under this order, the question should be
then immediately on the whole resolution; and 2d,
le joint resolution was in the form ofan act, and
ence could not he divided) but the question must
e taken on the whole matter if a( all.
Mr. W. HUNT wished to be excused front tong,and to state his reasons therdfor. The measreupon which he was called upon to vote he conIdercdto be one of the greatest importance.a

uestioti intolyipg mighty interests, ana embracing
;sults which affected the destiny of the country beondthe power of imagination. He Was called upnto record his vote upon this question without ofiringa word of debate or amendment. He dcouncedthe proceeding us a violation of free discusion..
(Loud ciics of "order, order," "chair, chair."]
Mr. DROMQOOLE rose and said the gentleman

Vlr.. Hunt] asked to be excused from voting, and
>r permission to state his reasons, and in doing so
r. denounced the measure. This was not the nroii-
p mode of proceeding in seeking to be excused.
Mr. HUNT. If the House excuse me, 1 have

o desire to abuse its indulgence; I ask to be cx4scdon the ground that I consider no member is
jund to vote without the opportunity of speaking
the question. That is the ground upon which 1

ik to be excused.
The question on eXcusingMr. Hunt from voting
os then put, and carried affirmatively.
Tbc question on ordering the resolutions to be en*
-ossed and read a third time was taken and carried
-ayes 141, noes 58.
So the question was carried.
Mr. McHENRY here rode and took occasion to
xcuse the absence of his colleague, [Mr. Bell,]
ho was confined by indisposition to his room,
id therefore was unable to be present to record his
itc.
Mr. ROCKWELL. I would ask, Mr. Speaker,
the question debatable?
The SPEAKER. Yes.
Mr. ROCKWELL here rose to oppose the furlerpassage of the resolutions, und took the presltopportunity to give his reasons for that opposi3n,necausc nc apprehenccd he would have no
Liter opportunity, and would not again beable to
:t the fioor. He would not hnve spoken on the
ibject, had it not been for the peculiar situation in
hu h he was placed as a member of the Committee
t Territories. On Wednesday last the matter was
ibmitled to that committee; on that day notice
qp given for the next day to meet; and, on the
ime day it was reported to the House. The docmentswere not tnen printed, and he had no op-

ere ordered to be printed, and on yesterday they
ere laid on the table; and be had only now an opsrtunitvsufficient to examine the matter, lie
roposea to do this, because many of his constituitasent their remonstrance to this House against
le passage of this bill, and many had sent to
im on the subject; so that if he delayed, he might
sc an opportunity to speak hia sentiments. He
msidered the question before the House was a
jestion ofgreat interest to the country, which in its
resent aspect should rise above all party consideraona.His constituents committed their remonranceto his care, and he represented on the quesonmembers of both the great political partieshich divided the country; and it was on bcnalf of
iem that he would speak to-day his brief rearks.He would put his opposition on a narrow

-ound. He was not op|K>sed, and would not
s opposed, to territory, or the extension of tertory.He would not be opposed to the asserjnof their rights as to territory. It was not on
icse grounds that opposition came from Mnssac.hutts.He believed that if the sentiments of the peoeof Massachusetts could extend the jurisdiction
" the United States to the Pacific ocean, they
ould not be found laggards, provided it could be
jne in a proper time and manner. The genius of
» n»nnln of Massachusetts Imd extended their ter-

lory. They had in the most able and worthy
anner set forth the claims of the country, and
ere was a spirit amongst them which half a ccnryago established the independence of the couny.That work was uided by the genius of a son

Massachusetts, whose heart and hand was in it.
ho heard the boom of the guns from Bunker's
[ill.who saw the flames flitting across their hills,
ltil their peaceful jurisdiction was acknowledged,
ut the question before them now was one of a
flerent character. It was a question with regard
the acquisition of foreign territory.of a foreign

ate. It was a matter which, in his judgment,
>uld not be done in the mnnncr in which the last
ongress had acted. This Congress now proposeddo it as nn acquisition of a foreign State. In the
si Congress there were certain proceedings before
em; and, it would bo recollected that, in the last
ongreas, there were strong arguments urged as to
e unconstitutionality of the proceedings.it was
iid that it could not be done by the two Houses of
ongress acting on the part of Texas. This was
c .citn congress; ana u wan neiu mai mis union
' States was deemed by all parlies to be necessary
their interests. It was said that the most eflecre,formal proceeding was by the treaty-making
>wer of government; and that there was no other
ode known to the constitution of the United
atea. Their relations as existing between the raiblicof Mexico became part of these negotiations
-some of the objections urged upon that occasion
mained to the present day in full force; and in rationto Mexico, be had nothing now to say. It
as however said, that the President had sent a

stinguished gentleman from Louisiana to Mexico,
order to make negotiations. He (Mr. R.) would

iy nothing to embarrass his country on the treatyakingpower. Thequestion was still open before the
tuntry and the world; and it was considered that
at was the mode by which this matter should be
:complished.by negotiation. That treaty was
ade and submitted. It was rejected, and a resotionwas proposed; and then it was that they retriedto tnc treaty-making power to carry on the
gotiation for a foreign state to be annexed to this
nion. He was of opinion that when a treaty had
ten made, there was an end to the matter; and
hat was done afterwards was not justified by the
institution. And what was it that was donef A
int resolution was passed at the last Congress, gtvgthe consent of that body for the formation of a

late, which Hinyafterwsrds be peopled aa a State
' this Union. The consent of Congress was givi;and upon that consent it was earned.endearedupon that consent alone. This was communiitedby the President, aa an overture, to Texu. It

^III
u

described this on the face of it, and nothing more. *

It said Congress gave thiu consent: tliat "the consti- ''
tution of the United Stales authorized the Congress P1
to act;" and this was before Texas was to know *

anything about it. Great objections were made to "

the constitutionality of the power thus assumed on '

the purl of Congress. After passing this measure, *"

they took the chance that it might be changed. w

For, in its own terms, in two places, it expreauly *'

recognizes the idea that it is no perfect thing, no ''
complete transaction', but is to be acted upon by al
the present Congress of the United States. He read r'
the portions referred to, one of wliich speaks of the C
constitution ofTexas being referred to Congress for c'
its "final action." On that "fiaal action" thsy were n

now progressing. Had this Congress nothing to if1
do? Had it not to dclibefalq, consider, and judge of tr
this matter? or were thejr merely to register the r3
edict of a former Congress? Was thw the republi- 01

uiii, ujc ucinocrnuc uocirinc on uus suojccir inw ;
resolution of annexation wax nothing more than a <c

joint reaolution of the 38th Congresa, and might he *

repented by the 29th Congress. It stood in the light *'
ofmy other act of the 28th Congress, subject to re- *

peel. If they took that mode of annexing new 1,1

States, they look it subject to the right of repeal; 111

and the right of repeal included the right of consul- "

ering upon the constitution of fexas, and ureecrib- *

iog amendments and new conditions if tltey saw '

ic ... £
r He knew it had htswaasdMhsfcslha^paopls of-sha ^

United States had, in some sense, passed upon this ni

matter. But they had not passed upon it in the *

election of the members of the last Congress, nor in j*the late presidential election. Everybody knew the hl
con dieting elements, the counter-currents, that were

mingled together in that contest; and that in a P1

lion ol civilized man, which never have, and never
will, come up to that great and glorious destiny
which their God intended for them, with theinstilu- '1"
tion of domestic slavery. Take the history of the 'cl

world from the beginning to the present time, and it co

is marked with this great fact, standing out in bold °P
relief in every age and in every nation, that whereveryou place the institution of slavery, it is for evil; ^wherever you eradicate it, and keep it from the soil, h®
there you make civilized man perform the greatest f"1
amount of good to his species.you make him lnl

Cerform the greatest amount of labor of all
inda.and there moral views and correct principlesare found in their highest development.

There are portions of the earth, if at once they jjj'could be divested of it, whose population Tl
would be doubled and quadrupled, ana all whose 1u
resources would be increased accordingly. We
deprecate it, because it is all unworthy of the soil of "

North America that any more of it should be subjectedto the baleful influences of slavery. 1 do not °*

come here (said Mr. R.) to say anything of those 10
Suites where slavery priginally existed. They inheritedit; they have it; it is theirs to manage and 8"

theirs to control. Let them do as they can with it. T1
But here you ask our positive vote to extend that inslitutionover the territory which you have acquired w<

.a territory which, a little time previous to the ac- "

quisition we are are now called to consummate, was "S
free from it by the laws which were then in force w

over it; you call it from "the area of freedom," and
place it in the area of domestic slavery; and, in the 'nl
constitution now proposed for our acceptance, you
deprive the legislature of the power of abolishing it. *"

This is why we object.
He was aware that these objections, coming from Pl

the quarter from which he came, were sometimes
viewed with feelings somewhat different from objectionsfrom other quarters. And on yesterday, for I*
some purpose, he knew not what, an honorable
member presented to be read, in connexion with
this debate, a certain advertisement in about the
year 1741 in relation to certain slaves then existing 0T
in Boston and its vicinity. He was happy.that the
gentleman did so. He (Mr. R.) vindicated the »°

characted of his Slate from any such reproach as
that which he supposed the gentleman intended io ®n

throw upon it: he vindicated the character of his tal
State, which never, since it npreed to the constilu-
tion of the United States.never, never, had had on ita 'ol

garments thia atnin. He begged leave to refer to a

work of acknowledged impartial authority, which uc

now, at thia late dale, aet thia matter of the colonial
hiatory of Maaaachuaetta right before the world. Pl
Mr. R. then read an extract from Grahame'a ColonialHiatory of the United Slatea. 1,1

There, at last, wn* the hiatory of the legal alavery rt

of Maaaachuaetta, put upon ita right ground. I*reaiouato the exertion* of the Quakers of Fennayl- "

vania.ao early aa the year 1773, no leaa than four

Cemblics of Massachusetts protected against that P'
titution, which waa fostered by the British gov-

gixni c3uuc oi in ill uiuun, wnuie vow woo uotcwwrjr
to the election, the votes of a majority of the people j-*
were given against the electors who cast their votes
for the present Executive of the United Stales.
He had said that he had not had the opportunityof examining in detail all the provisions of this con- l<?

stitution here presented; but there were some pro- vl

visions which stood out in such bold relief that w

there could be uo mistake. There are words in that *

constitution (said Mr. R.) unknown to the cnnstitu(ionof my country. There is one article in "Jthat constitution which begins with a title un- V
known to the constitution of my country.with the "jword "slaves." Was that word in the constitution ,'1

of the United States? Amid all the heat and dust P<
which this Texas question had occasioned in this M

country.amid all the misrepresentations, all the in- te

trigue, all the exertions of every kind whatever tr

which hate been made among the people, there PJstood out one honest feature on the part of this governmentin its transactions on this mutter.on the
part of the late Secretary of State, an eminent citi- th
sen of South Carolina, recently elected to the other nJbranch of this Congress. Mr. R. read from the
despatch of April 97, 1844, of Mr. Calhoun to Mr. w

Pakcnham, the portion stating that this measure of 111

annexation was made necessary "in order to pre- M

serve the domestic institutions placed under the
guarantee of their respective constitutions, and deem- 'I1
ed essential to their safety and prosperity." There '.*
Will remain forever, for evil or for good, that au- lJ*thoritative historical rsason for the annexation of
Texas.that it was considered necessary for the w

rreservation of the "domestic institution" ofslavery. m

t was honestly presented, he granted} and on that
issue, (said Mr. R.,) wc meet.it. We object to the !®
passage and the consummation of this measure be- "

cause that is its intended, and is likely to be its actual,effect. The question is, in the progress of Wl

the advancement of this government over this continent;which, as far as regards the northern part no

of it, 1 regard as a matter of destiny,) whether in its
incipient stages,^when the firtt step is taken, when c"

the attempt is first made to extend the constitution
of the United States over foreign territory, there |'cshall be coupled with it the institution of domestic '°

slavery. We were now standing on the verge of l8(
the commencement of a policy which was, for evil ce
or for good, to be hereafter the policy pf this coun- th<
try.which is to be an Americanpolicy.which is nn

to convert this continent into the U. States of North
America, aooner or later, fairly or unfairly. I regard
thia as the destiny of my couiihji Wu «m mm

aboutto add a vaat extent of territory, said to compriseone of the fairest portions of the earth. The
question here is, shall there be extended over it, and 'P
fiarantied to it, the institution of domoatic slavery? tK

speak of the Slate of Texas, which asks here to
be admitted, Say, if you will, that all the proceed- *

ings that have taken place are right and coastitutionul;that there can be no objection to them; and ,

that the government and the people of the United tlll
States are bound by" the overture that has been of

made; still, I say, by the terms of the joint resolu- l(.
tion of last session, under which wc arc now acting, *

we are not bound to recognise the institution of
slavery in the State of Texas, which seeks to be ad- '!1
milled. Mr. R., in support of this view, read from
the second section of the joint resolution tor annexation,which provides, that of the States hereafter to sl1
be formed, in the manner specified, out of the terri- Pr
tory of Texas, those south of the parallel of 36° 30'
north latitude, commonly known as "the Mis-
souri compromise line," may lie admitted into *"

the Union, with or without the institution of 10

slavery therein, as this people may desire, and m'

that, in the States admitted out of the terri- Pr
tory north of said line, slavery, or involuntary '8

servitude, except for crime, shall be forever prohib- *

ited. The proposition befqrc the House, he contended,was clearly in direct conflict with the joint .

resolution of the last Congress, inasmuch as it proposedto establish the institution of slavery, and to
prevent even the legislature from abolishing it^ex- "

cept upon certain conditions, in that portion of the Pr
territory north of the compromise line, in which
slavery was "forever prohibited." Now, he ob- c,|
jected to this feature of the constitution of Texas qu
here presented. He would not speak of particular to

States of this Union; he would not now speak of Jj"
any portion of our beloved country; but he would poi
say, (and he appealed to all acquainted with the his- on

tory of the world for the corroboration of this state- "it

ment,) that there arc portions of the earth, which
have been presented to the occupation and cultiva- V°

ifnii m uncoi me inoai ariu pnnionii hi una couny;but, although circumscribed in extent, and with
anil and climate ungcniul, ahe la able to abstainerself, and aend thousands ujion thousands of her
topic to bring into cultivnlinn the unreclaimed
'eaterii portion of this continent. She did that, and
'as ready to do so still. He would be glad that
rmeof those gentlemen who spoke in such liighuiiidingterms about "an ocean-bound republic,"
'oulJ (nil Inm what they meant. What he undeinodby it, he woa ready to entry out, und mo weir,
in constituents. T(ic very first step.the very
Ipha of tlic realization of that, would be a railroad
out the Atlantic to the Pacific.to the mouth of the
Columbia river; and if a continuoua line of the
lectric telegraph went along with it, it would also
leet their views. In nil that they would find the
emus and spirit of Massachusetts with the couny,and engaged in defence of its interests in cardingout these great ideas. In regard to the whole
f that territory, she knows that it is not admitted
pon the terms she could approve; she knows that,
>r herself, she is in some sort allied to a people byhose constitution the institution of domestic
uvery ie prohibited. She says, and her- people
ly, that* ir that principle could be extended

a territory whose climate is more mild
id salubrious, and whose soil is more fcrlo,she would bf glad to aid in writing on the
estern limit of this great continent the doctrines of
eedom. It would be found that many of those
tints at issue that day will have faded away withatmull He iuiew that, in sncakjag of those
alters to that House, he was doing that which
as of no possible use; bat, up to the last, he had
sen requested from various sources, not to speak of
is own feelings, to present his objections, tic did
i from the convictions of his own heart. The jicocof Massachusetts regarded the institution of slatryas a national sin.ua an offence against that
od without whose kind providence they could
jpe for nothing good. They rcgurd its extension
ian institution, an unwarrantable and unnecessary[tension of an institution. They believe it

be in opposition to the inspiration of Dinetruth; and that, if they did not uttcmpt,
ith all their oowcr. to withstand it. thev
ould incur a portion of the consequences,
or these reasons they wished to be heard there
iat day, before the great question was decided.
Whatever might be said about the continuance of
avcry where it already existed, they considered
iat as a new matter. For one, as a republican in
rinciple, and in accordance with the most chcrishIfeelings of his heart, he protested against t' e cxlisionof slavery over that new territory, as conuryto the best interest of the United States and of
Dsterity; as against freedom, and the character the
orth American continent should perpetuate to all
iture ages of the world; as contrary to the spirit of
e constitution under which they had so long haroniouslylived, and the sentiments of the fathers
the constitution.one of whorti, in language

hich, were it possible, would have been stronger
rtferencc to slavery, said that ho trembled for niu
iuniry, remembering God is just. He did not inndto take up more lime than was necessary to
iow the ground on which they stood. They courieredthat matter as a wrong against the constitunioftheir country, and of the people at large; and
cy desired to enter their protest against it. lie
ished, before leaving the floor, to otfer an aniendentto the resolution.
On ihi* rnnr.lufiinn nf Mr. llnrmvvi.i's anaar.h
veral members rose simultaneously to address the
ouse.
Mr. ROCKWELL continued to observe that it
as his wish to present an amendment.
Several voices called out that such a course would
it be in order.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Manna- j
uselts has the floor. .

Mr. ROCKWELL. 1 wish to have the rcaolu»nsreferred to the committee, amended 03 folws:
Provided, That within the State by this resolution admit.
I intoihe Union, shivery, or involuntary acrvituile (raptfor crime) shall be prohibited; and all the provisions of
p. said constitution, inconsistent with this proviso, shall be *
II and void. (
The SPEAKER. It is moved thr' the bill be re- **
nsidered, with the amendments ju;; read.
Mr. DOUGLASS, I wish to know what would
the eneet of moving the previous question. \The SPEAKER. Its -cfleet would be to bring
a House to a direct vote on the original rcsoluins.
inr. jwoDi xi juiuiovh, «tr. VJJ^V/. O. riuuo3N,and rtvcral others expressed their dissent to 1
b decision of the S|>eaker.
The SPEAKER made a few remarks, sustaining j
b decision he had made, by quoting from tiic rules
the House.
Mr. JOHNSON read the 119th rule as follows: ,

i motion to strike out the enacting words of a bill V
all have precedence of a motion to amend; and,
carried, shall be considered equivalent to its rcjec- 1
in." Also the following rule: ;j"A difference of opinion often arisen as to the con- ji
-uclion of this rule. Anciently, it woh held and ,

actised upon, uccording to its terms, that a hill i'
uld be recommitted at any time before its passage.

"

'.late years, it has been decided that, if the predusquestion on its passage be ordered, a motion
recommit is not in order, but that the question

ust be put on the passage of the bill. 1 think the
actice unsound; the intention of a recommitment
for the purpose of perfecting the bill; and it is cnngcredby forcing its passage in an imperfect
itc."
Mr. SCHENCK observed, that there had yet
en no appeal from the decision of the Chair. ,,
Mr. JOHNSON again gave it as his opinion, that y
motion to amend took precedence of one for the j
cvious question, and read the 45th rule, as fol- J
ivs:
'When a question is under debate, no motion Khali he re

*

Ived but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previotiM 'J
eition, to postpone to a certain day, to commit 01 amend, ;
postpone-indefinitely; which reveral motions kIimII havo :
cedence in the order in which they arc arranged, and
motion to postpone to a day certain, to commit, or to
itpone indefinitely, being derided, shall bo again allowed J
the same day, and at the same stage of the bill or propo- {
ion."
Mr. PRESTON KING wished to call the attenmof the chair to the fact that the previous qucs-

*

in took precedence of the motion. The decision *'thechair he understood to be, that if the previous '!
cation applied to the resolution, it would be re- f
red simply without any instructions. In that, he it
ncurred; but thought in the present case it clearly
plied to the amendment. \
The SPEAKER, after a short, desultory debate

tweenseveral members, said that, upon reflection, 5,
changed his view of the case; and concluded that I

e previous question did not cut off" nil others, be- 1

J on a direct vote on the resolutions.
Mr. RATHBUN asked the chair if the motion' \
the previous question was to be first put, us had ;
en decided, what it was to be put upon? Was it on "j
e motion to commit, or on the passage of the bill? j,
lie question to commit, must arrest the "previous

lestion;"and if it was sustained, the former oould 8
it be put. There could be no question about that. t
he was right, the effect of putting the "previous

icslion" would be to cut off, as had been the practice
the House, the motion to recommit, ana apply j
the question on the passage of the bill.
Mr. DOUGLASS aaid he understood the deci>nof the chair to be, that wheq the previous i
estion was moved, pending a motion to recommit, f
e former had the precedence; and that its effect
mid be to cut off the other motio n, and bring o <

direct vote on the original resolutions.the as- *
e of the bill. With that understanding, ho
ould move the previous question. j
Mr. WIKTHROP. Whatever misunderstandgmay exist about other matters, there certainly
n be none on this.that by a motion for tho preousquestion,"all debate is cut off.
Mr. HUNT inquired whether the construction
it upon the decision of the speaker was correct
id
The SPEAKER again repeated, the effect would
to bring on a direct vote on the bill.
Several voices: "Mr. Speaker: Mr. Speaker."
Mr. 8CHENCK. I rise, sir, to a point of order.
The SPEAKER. There are two gentlemen up
points of order already.
Mr. DROMGOOLE. I believe, air, 1 have the
or.
Mr. SCHENCK inquired if it would not be time
ough to apply the question after the vote was j
ken.
Mr. DROMGOOLE moved for a call of the House:
it.
Tellers were then ordered, and the previous quearnbeing put, the vote stood.yeas 96, nays 47.
The SPEAKER. Shall the main question be now

'

it'
Mr. G. W. JONES. Mr. Speaker, 1 understand
e main question to be on the amendment to these i

solutions.
Mr. INGER90LL. What i« ihe main question?
it for a recommittal of this bill?
The SPEAKER replied that it waa already exainedwhat would be the effect of the motion.

~~ I


